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INECC Coalition receives
Istipend for town hall meeting

The Northeast Community Chal-
lenge Coalition is conducting a town
hall meeting, slated for April 13, to
alert the entire community including:
health professionals, justicellaw
enforcement officials, local govern-
ment officials,representativesof faith-
based organizations and local busi-
nesses, and parents about our youths'
leading public health issue, underage
drinking..

Research indicates that families
exert a great deal of influence on
whether a child uses alcohol later in
life. However, all sectors of the com-
munity playa role in the outcomes for
youth.

The Town Hall Meeting is from 7 ServicesAdministration.
p.m. to 9 p.m. Thesday, April 13, at .The NECCCoalition will follow up
the Blue Ash Municipal Building, after the TownHallMeeting with other
4343 CooperRoad, Blue AsIl. short.. ana long-term activities and

A panel of experts will raise aware- programs that provide a continued
ness of the risks of underage drinking emphasis 011 preventing underage
and encourage dialogue with the com- drinking in th~community.
munity regarding solutions. The Town The NECCCoalition works to pro-
Hal!Meetings are part of a nationwide m:9te healthy. communities . and
effort to meet goals fromThe Surgeon . healthy youth through representation
General'sCallto Action to Prevent and from al! community sectors: Schools,
Reduce Underage Drinking. health organizations, service organi-

The Northeast Community Chal- zations,· businesses, youth, law
lenge Coalition is one of more than enforcement, government, faith
2,000 community coalitions nation- organizations, parent organizations,
wide to receive a stipend from the senior citizens, social services and
Substance Abuse and Mental Health media.



Teen drinking to be town hall fo~us
.Coalition says Ohio underage consumption prolific tio~~:c:te::d~t~~~~~~

lem, Rolfert said. "It happens
to a lot ofyouth ... It's not pub-
licized so much because ei-
ther the schools or the family
doesn't want it to get out in the
news."

The Northeast Community
Challenge Coalition was
founded in 1983 and covers
Blue Ash, Montgomery, Syca-
more Township and Symmes
Township. More information:
call 513-489-2587 or e-mail
necc@cincLrr.com.

'I)

By Eric Bradley
ebradley@enquirer.com

BLUE ASH - Alcohol use Alcohol consumption by
among teens is the No.1 pub- underage drinkers in Ohio is
lic health risk facing youth to- prolific, according to a study
day, according to Nancy Rol- cited'by the coalition. It said
fert, co-cha,ir of an upcoming minors consumed 22.6
town hall meetin~ to, educate .percent of the alcohol sold in
the public on the subject. • Ohio in 2007, totaling $1.1bil-

The Northeast Community lion in sales. Underage drink-
Challenge Coalition is hosting ing cost. 0hioans $3.2 billion
the meeting, to be held at 1/ in 2007, the study said.
p.m. Apri113 at the Blue Ash When the problem is so
Municipal BuHding,4343Coo- big, what can be done?
per Road." - ~ "You ne~d harsher penal·

ties," Rolfert said, for the
adults who provide alcohol to
young people or allow th~
youths to consume it.

Awareness is also impor-
tant. "Parents have to be more
aware of what their kids do,"
said Rolfert, "aware of where
their kids go, whose house
they're going to. Are there go-
ing to be parents at the
house?"

"You have to know what

your kids are doing."
The coalition has been

awarded a stipend by the U.S.
Department of Substance
Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration to
conduct the town meeting,
held during Alcohol Aware-
nessMonth.

The April 13 meeting is in-
tended to inform parents,
community leaders, business·
es, faith-based organizations
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and others about changmgat·
titudes and alcohol use by un"
derage drinkers.

Therds no charge for at-
tendance. Registration begins
at 6:45 p.m.

Friday's death of St. Xavier
football star Matt James has
shined a spotlight locally on
the issue of underage drink-
ing. Police said James was
drinking at the time of his
death.

mailto:necc@cincLrr.com.
mailto:ebradley@enquirer.com


BLUE AS'H
Alcohol abuse among
teenagers topic of me~ting

Alcohol use among teens
is the No.1 public health
risk facing youth today, ac-
cording to Nancy Rolfert, co-
chair of an upcoming town
hall meeting to educate the
public on the subject

The Northeast Communi-
I ty Challenge Coalition is

hosting the meeting, to'be
held at7 p.m. Tuesday at the
Blue Ash Municipal Build-
ing, 4343 Cooper Road.

Alcohol consumption by
, underage drinkers in Ohio is

prolific, according to a study
cited by the coalition. It said
minors consumed 22.6
percent of the alcohol sold in
Ohio in 2007,totaling $1.1
biUionin sales. Underage
drinking cost Ohioans $3.2
billion in 2007, the study
said.

When the problem is so
big, what can be done?

"Youneed harsher penal-
ties," Rolfert said, for the
adults who provide alcohol
to young people or allowthe
youths to consume it

Awareness is also impor-
tant "Parents have to be
more aware ofwhat their
kids do," said Rolfert, "aware
of where their kids go,
whose house they're going
to. Are there going to be par-
ents at the house?"

"Youhave to know what
your kids are doing."

The coalitionhas been
awarded a stipend by the
U.S. Department of Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administra-
tion to conduetthe toWn
meeting, held during Alco-
hol Awareness ~()ntb.,

The,meeting is inten.ded
to inform parents, communi-
ty leaders, businesses, faith-
based organizations and oth-
ers about changing attitudes
and alcohol use by underage
drinkers.

There is no charge for at-
tendance. Registration be-
gins at 6:45p.m.

More information: call
513489-2587or e-mailnecc-

Community Press/Jeanne Houck

Sycamore High School senior Jamie Alemagno stays
after class to talk about government spending with Jon
Johnson, local government adviser with the Interna-
tional City/County Management Association.

@cinci.rr.com. healthy and attractive envi-
- Jeanne Houck, ronment and make sure the

Community Press economy is strong with good
BLUE ASH TAKES BUDGET job opportunities.

PLANNING ON THE ROAD: Stu- "They are especially inter-
dents informally sUlveyed at ested in more public trans-
Sycamore High School said portation, a better network
that Blue Ash needs more of sidewalks so they can get
places to "chill." around town without driving

Adults at a Blue Ash City and having the police be-
Council work session earlier come less of an enforcement
this year said they were in- presence and more of aC0ti-
terested in more "diverse lei- nec~co~\11:lity partner in
sure-time activities." making this a Safeplace to

The words are different, live,"Johnson said.
but the meaning is the same, Wittman said he was
say representatives of the In- pleased mhost the seminars
temationalCity/Sounty ,at the high school, where
Management As$9cia~~).1,- students ~onfidentially rank-
consultants Blue,AshisI1llY- ed thetp.W!i9pal services
ing some $28,OOQ,togatJ:wr most importan.t to them and
public opinion.as the citypri- the consultants led a discus-
oritizes services in its budg- sion of the results.
et"Students like the idea

"There was a great d~ of thatadultsC'are about what
similarities betweenthestu- theythink," WittIlliul said.
dents' comments and those ~piorChelSie King of
()ithe adults - expressed in a Blue Ash~4themostim-
different way, but very ll1uch portant't:lrllli she learned is
the same," said Jon Johrison, that "we have more pro-
10C3J. government advisor grams thai tax money goes ~
with the management associ- to than I thought"
ation, af1:ermeeting March Josh Katz, another Blue
25 with eight U.S. govel1).-· Ash senior, said the mostim-
ment classes taught by Ke- portant thing he learned was·
vin Wittman at Sycamore that "the city wants to hear
High. oW'opinion of what is going

"like adults, they want to on."
feel Safein their community, 'The city remains all ears.
have opportunities for more ~ Jeanne Houck,
things to do, live in a clean, Community Press
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Coalition to host meeting on underage drinking
By Jeanne Houck
jhouck@communitypress.com

A local survey shows
that as alcohol usage
increases among school-age
children, their perception
that it is ham1ful decreases.

'ks a finding at the hean
of a town hall meeting titled
"Underage Drinking: A
Community Problem" to be
~osted Tuesday, April 13,
by th~ Northeast Communi-
ty Challenge Coalition.

The public is invited to
attend the event scheduled
to begin at 7 p.m. at the
Blue /\,sh Municipal & Safe-
ty Center, 4343 Cooper
Road.

Nan~y Rolfelt, co-chair-
man of the event, said alco-
hol use among teens is the
NO.1 public health risk fac-.
ing youth today.

Yet, "Alcohol rarely gets
the same attention as other
drugs," said Debbie Miller,
vice president of the coali-
tion, "However. education
through strategies provided
by the NECC Coalition and
the town hall meeting will
increase awareness of the

dangers of underage alcohol
use."

The survey cited by the
coalition, its latest survey
with results available, was
conducted in 2008 at
Sycamore High School,
Ursuline Academv, Moeller
High School and "Cincinnati
FUllsChristian Academy.

It showed that 4 percent
of seventh-graders, 12 per-
cent of freshmen and 34
percent of seniors used alco-
hol monthly,

It also showed that 82
percent of seventh-graders,
73 percent of freshmen and
56 percent of seniors said
using alcohol is harmfuL

,\1: the town hall meet-
ing, Kathy Lehr of Channel
48's CET Focus will moder-
ate a panel discussion on
the trends and impact of
underage dlinking.

Panel participants will
include Sarah Oerther of the
Cincinnati Drug and Poison
Information Center at
Cincinnati Children's Hospi-
tal Medical Center, Dee
Mason of Working Partners
in Columbus, which edu-
cates people in the work-

place about underage drink-
ing, and Rob White, a detec-
tive with the Cincinnati divi-
sion of the FBI's Regional
Computer Forensics Labora-
torv.

~TheNortheast Communi-
ty Challenge Coalition
scheduled the town hall
meeting in response to the
u.s. Surgeon General's Call
to Action to Prevent and
Reduce Underage Drinking
and it will kick off the coali-
tion's related local annual
campaign.

The local group is one of
hundreds of coalitions
nationwide awarded a
stipend by the U.S. Sub-
stance Abuse & Mental

Health Ser-
vie e s
Administra-
tion to con-
duct such an
even t. Lehr

The
Northeast Community Chal-
lenge Coalition was fbunded
in 1983 and is the longest-
standing community pre-
vention coalition in ohio.

It is focused on the com-
munities of Blue Ash, where
it is headquartered, Mont-
gomely, Sycamore Town-
ship and Symmes Town-·
ship. .

For more information.
visit necc@cinci.rLcom or
call 489-2587.

mailto:jhouck@communitypress.com


IIBRUCE BESSO

vD~t1tdrinkill
is'hUFting~s','all

Underage drinking .cost6)hioarts$3;~bf1-
llonin 2007, or$2,866~or~achyouthinth~ .
State of Ohio; aceorqirtg to ~~citic Irtstitute
for Research and Evalttation.·, .) .....•.'

This places Ohio as nil,lth.'higtreStam0tfg
the 50 states for the costperyout;liofuttder-
age drinking. .... . .• ") .•..••.
. R,ecentstudies~~V~foundthat moreiteen-

age~s are usingalcohol.i
The scope ofthe·under-

age.drinking problem is
enormouS: 10.lmUU,RH
dera.geyouth (ageQ.lg-
are current alc()hoI:dw~;
ers. . .'

1hgichealth, SOCi~farl4'"
economiCiproblem~result
from youth alcoholuse. ·a'ri.lGeII.~$$6:'j§i)

Underage drintqng isa' 'theactinggresi-
causal factorin a host,pfsfr' "8~nt ~tthe No~h·
rious problems, in$lV.dinge\l~~)¢O!11munitY.
mental healthpro?l~PJ-s~ GballengirCoali-
homicide, suicide.fr\'lum~t. tiOI1.
ic injury, traffic crashes, Yi~
olence, alcohol poisoning arid alcohol abuse
arid dependence.

The problem is complex and will take all
community sectors (ed4cators, plirents,
Y0tlth, businesses, f1lith()rganizationsi.~Mc
organiz,ations, senior organizations; la", e~-
forCem~llt;gove ·.Tll~:~qg!~ ..~~rvi~~gen-
cies,heal1;h··pr lit·'. ....[. . .the.me'&i~)to'

d

"'9r~FQ~1~borai~!\~,X~~;ltiJ~Wii;.;f...' ..
We must sen(1clear'c slstentmessages

. about the health, legalisocial an'dsafetycon-
sequences about underage drinking and re-
lated risk behaviors.

During April, Alc6hol Awareness Monthi
more than 1,700organizations nationwide
will be conductingTownHa.ll Meetings to
promote the U.S. Surge0n General's Call to
Actiohto Prevent and Reduce Underage
Drinking. •

The Northeast Comrnuni1y~ChaIl¢I1~e"Oo-
alition will sponsor a 'f0wn~~ Me.e~p:~;?~
April 13 from 7-9p.m.~tth~i~lp,e~~~\~Vnic.
ipal-Buildi~. .,ii····'

The. meetingy.tilledu~~~1)
ents, fai~dig~*ation~"el!l ..
professjonalsfc~\!ic·.org
law ~¢()t¢ell1t)~f;~Q~~llit¥
°tB~r~8w:mt1J.lityse,()~Qr()·•.aB!l.
tai1~i~~l1~.1'lie.gq.....,.obnity:sect '¢,

all
td'
con~¢tivet~~pp
tots.

The NECC Coalition, which encompasses
the municipalities of Blue Ash, Montgomery,
Symmes Township and ~camote Township
has been working to foster the development
of Healthy Communities and Healthy Youth
since 1983.
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• SARAH OERTHER ~

No kind of alcohol is safe

Sarah E. Oerther,
MSN, Med, RN,
CSPI, is an, infor-
mation specialist
in the Drug and
Poison Informa-
tion Center at
Cincinnati Chil-
dren's Hospital
Medical Center.

ways that are det;rimen~l tq'ltne!Jl"
selves or others., In cases of mild,

':~tgns()p4'te:~n~,,'
ti' @(f .. ,"dple:Apers~1i'
might lose self-control or become
ill~tempered; and as they become
mlilreintoxicated, their inhibitions
j)ecome more impaired. A person

can become irritable, ag-
gressive, violent, confused
or tired. With severe intox-
ication, there is loss of air-
way protective reflexes,
central nervous system de-
pression, a person can go
into coma, and there is an
increased risk of death be-
cause a person can stop
breathing.
" It is important for all
teenagers to know that
there is no safe kind of al-
cohol. One 12-ouncebottle
of beer or a 5-ounce glass
of wine (about a half-cup)
has as much alcohol as a
l.5-ounce shot of liquor.
Alcohol can cause prob-

lems no matter how it is con-
sumed. The bottom line is if an ad-
olescent has a problem with
alcohol, they should be urged to-
get help. Treatment works. The
earlier a person receives treat-
ment, tve better. The longer prob-
lems with alcohol are ignored, the
higher the chances of permanent
physical and psychological effects.

Alcohol use among"~dolescents
affectsallsodoeconomic groups,
,andrepresen:~!it;!rem~nd01t~", i,,"
nancial an4 sPcialcost; It CM:lUt'
feet every organ system in the
body. In ad6le~cents, early onset
of drinking and alcohol misuse
over several yeats is associated,
with changes in the
brain such as the hippo-
campus, the area associ-
ated with long-term
memory and spatial
awareness. It is a known
fact that the younger a
person is when they start
drinking, the greater the
chance they have ot be-
coming addicted·to aIeo-
hol at some point in their
lives.Also, more than
four itllO people who be-
gin drinking before age .
15 eventually become al-
coholics.

The brain undergoes
significant changesdur-
ing adolescence. Chronic
exposure to alcohol during early
adolescence has been shown to al-
ter puberty-associated hormone
levels and the timing an adoles-
cent undergoes puberty. Animal
studies suggest alcohol can affect
changes in hormone levels, sexu-
ality and behavior differently dur-
ing adolescence.

Some people drink alcohol in
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Town Hall meeting addresses underage drinking
The Northeast Communi-

ty Challenge Coalition Town
Hall Meeting alerted the
communitv to the social,
legal and· health risks of
underage drinking.

Underage drini\.ing cost
Ohioans $3.2 l{illion in
2007, or $2,866 per year
for each youth in the state,
according to Pacific Institute
for Research and Evalua-
tion. This places, Ohio as
ninth highest am~g the 50
states for the cost per yduth
of underage drinking. In
2007, underage drinkers
consumed 22.6 percent of
all alcohol sold in Ohio,
totaling $1.1 billion in sillIes.

Expert panelists from
Working Partners, Cincin-
nati Children's Drug aM
Poison Control Information
Center, FBI's Regional Com-
puter Forensics Lab, and the
Lindner Center of Hope

addressed the trends, risks,
impact of underage drink-
ing. The event was facilitat-
ed by Kathy Lehr, modera-
tor on CET Focus, Channel
48,

Leading the community
call to action to prevent and
reduce underage drinking
were members of the NECC
Youth Coalition, represent-
ing students from Moeller
High School, Cincinnati
Hills Christian Academy,
Sycamore High School and
Ursuline Academy.

"Underage drinking hap-
pens everywhere. It is
impoltant to educate every-
one in the community, n said
Alex Abbate, NECC Youth
Coalition presenter and
Ursuline Academy senior.

Barb Russell, NECC
Coalition board member
stated, "As a Coalition, rep-
resenting all community

PROVIDED
Northeast Community Challenge Coalition 2010 Town Hall Meeting Youth Coalition Presenters are, from left: back row, John lloyd, Brian Markgraf, Meghan Garanich,
Corinne Jenkins, Chris Wright, Erin Lloyd and Kelly Maloney; front row, Alex Abbate, Drew Gelwicks, Christine Touvelle, Katie Smith, Amy Fredricks, Missy Gotlschlich
and Ashley Abbate, .

sectors, our vision is to
engage the entire communi-
ty in playing a role in send-
ing a dear, consistent mes-
sage about our communities
norms regarding underage
drinking."

The NECC Town Hall
meeting was one of nearly
1,800 community-based
organizations scheduled to

host dose to 2,000 Town
Hall meetings throughout
the spring and summer
months-a significant
increase over prior years
according to CSAP/SAMH-
SA (The Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services
Administration's Center for
Substance Abuse Preven-
tion).

The NECC Coalition has
worked since '1983 to
address this issue QYdevel-
oping and implementing
strategies for preventing
underage drinking. .

The Town Hall Meeting,
held during Alcohol Aware-
ness Month, launched the
Coalition's annual campaign
to prevent and reduce

underage drinking an'a
related risk behaviors.

The NECC Coalition
encompasses the communi-
ties of Blue Ash, Mont-
gomery, Sycamore Town-
ship and Symmes Town-
ship. For more information,
contact the NECC Coalition
at necc@cincLrr.com or call
489-2587.

mailto:necc@cincLrr.com

